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MARCH/APRIL 2017 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
As we prepare for a well-deserved spring break, 
students were delighted with the visit of Michelle 
Nash Baker, reporter for the Ottawa East 
Community News.  Please see the article below. 
Congratulations to our grade 3 & 4 students and 
their teacher Mme Joachim for their leadership and 
to the entire school community for their teamwork. 
Kindergarten students were proud to join in! 
 
METROLAND OTTAWA EAST NEWS ARTICLE 

Le Phare takes a shot at building the biggest snow 
fort in Ottawa - Fort measures 225 metres long 

 

 

Biggest fort in Ottawa 

Michelle Nash Baker/Metroland 

Grade 3 and 4 students at Le Phare Elementary School decided 
they wanted to make the biggest, most inclusive fort in Ottawa.The 
fort surrounds our school yard and opens up to the school, which 
means that as soon as students exit into the playground, they are 
part of the Le Phare fort. 

Ottawa East News 
By Michelle Nash Baker  

This winter, students at one Beacon Hill school took playing in the 
snow very seriously. 

Grade 3 and 4 students at Le Phare Elementary School decided 
they wanted to make the biggest, most inclusive fort in Ottawa. 

The fort building began in mid December, once the snow began to 
stick, during outdoor gym classes. 

On Feb. 17 the fort was finished, measuring 225 metres and about 
1.5 metres high and surrounded the entire schoolyard.  

For their teacher, Nastassja Joachim, this project was all about 
teamwork. 

“We can accomplish so much when we work together,” Joachim 
said. “This helps to bring positivity and collaboration to an already 
great school.” 

All the children agreed, saying in unison that they loved working 
together — and aside from that, their favourite part was adding 
doors and colours to the project. 

Principal Julie Morris said she is very proud of her students. 

“Never doubt the power of the committed mind,” Morris said. “They 
all worked so hard to achieve this.” 

Morris said she loved how the students transferred skills they 
learned in the classroom to the building process and most 
importantly how the entire school worked together to achieve the 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/
http://www.ottawacommunitynews.com/ottawaregion-author/michelle-nash-baker/824588cd-fda6-4c1e-916d-5a3505490dcb


same goal.  

“It was a great project and I loved hearing students supporting 
each other by saying things like: 'The more the merrier!' Joachim 
said. “I will definitely encourage students to do this again next 
year.” 

The message from the class is simple — anyone can do this — 
and everyone should try. 

 
THANK YOU ASSEMBLY 

 
Le Phare Elementary Students prepare a special 
assembly to thank Councilor Tim Tierney, and 
artists Yaki and Allyson Luedtke, along with our 
School Council for their generous support to 
purchase our new wireless microphones and sound 
system.  The Junior Choir moved our honoured 
guests to tears.  Thank you to Mrs. Crosier and 
Mme Bourque for their programming excellence! 
 

 

Students work hard to prepare the thank you banner. 
TOONIE TUESDAY 
Thank you to all families who were able to 
participate in this year’s Toonie Tuesday fundraiser 
in support of the Education Foundation of Ottawa. 
Together we have raised $422.75 to ensure that 
every child has an opportunity to succeed. 
 
MINDFULNESS TRAINING 

 
Thanks to Mme Joachim’s leadership, Dr. Andra 
Smith, Psychologist/Neuroscientist - Brain and 
Mind Institute - University of Ottawa, worked with 
teachers to design classroom strategies to  improve 
self-regulation and well-being.  Teachers are 
exploring whether students can improve their task 
persistence when faced with a challenging and 
complex Math problem, whether  students can 
reflect on their learning and readiness to learn in 
order to improve their academic performance, and 
whether learning Math outdoors increases student 
engagement and flexible thinking.  Do you know 
the Two Stars and a Wish feedback strategy to 
assist students with their progress and development? 
Also, ask your child about the Finger Breathing 
technique and when to use it!  Do you know the 
Birthday Candle technique for deep breathing? 
Remember to use all 10 fingers! 

 



 
 
MARCH BREAK AND SUMMER CAMPS 
The City of Ottawa offers many spring and summer 
camps and special needs programs.  Please contact 
Christina.McCormick@ottawa.ca or call (613) 
580-2424, ext. 29291 for detailed information. 
 
MATH REFLECTIONS 
Grade 1 students share their learning as they make 
Math connections to everyday activities thanks to 
their Math Homework Bags. Math fun for everyone 
thanks to Mrs. Crosier’s leadership!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUS EVACUATION DRILL 

 

 
Grade 1-5 students practised emergency bus 
evacuation procedures with Safety Officers from 
Bradley Buslines.   We will practise again next year 
in order to build our safety skills and confidence!  
 
ART CLUB 

 
Students are developing their creativity during 
Tuesday’s Art Club.  Their artwork is magnificent! 
Thank you to Mr. Da Costa and Mrs. McGrath 
for sharing their love for the arts! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Christina.McCormick@ottawa.ca


VALENTINE DANCE 
Thank you to our amazing School Council for 
another wonderful event!  The love was in the air as 
we danced to the beat.  Huge shout out to Ms. 
Crissy Hallock as our chief organizer and thank 
you to the countless parent volunteers.  All funds 
raised go directly to student enhancement activities. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SOUND OF PEACE 
Sound of Peace is a song written in 5 languages by 
Sina’s dad, Mr. Hussaini.  Would you like to join 
our World Peace Choir?  Everyone is invited! 
Detailed information is forthcoming.  Prepare to be 
inspired in the joy that singing brings to life! 



GRADE 2/3 and 3/4 STUDENTS ADOPT A CHIMP! 

 
Mbebo was born in 2010. He was brought to the 
Tchimpounga Sanctuary, when he was 6 months 
old. The meaning of Mbebo’s name is lips because 
he has funny lips. He first spent a short time in the 
Brazzaville zoo in the Republic of Congo. Mbebo is 
still growing stronger and bigger but he still likes to 
play as a young chimp.  By: Jessica J. 
 
BLACK  HISTORY MONTH 
Kindergarten students enjoyed exploring African 
rhythms through the adventures of Anansi the 
Spider! 

 
All students experienced drumming as they learned 
about and shared in the rich art and cultural heritage  
 

 

VOLUNTEER READING PROGRAM 

 
Thank you to Mr. Hussaini for reading to our 
students every Tuesday!  Students look forward to 
their special reading time each week. 
 
ABORIGINAL ART WORK 

 
Can you see Le Phare’s lighthouse?  How about the 
Algonquin Turtle?...or the Circle of Life?  Please 
take the time to enjoy our new Aboriginal Artwork 
in Pod 2, just above the Breakfast Room. 
 
AUTHENTIC LEARNING IN ACTION 

 
Grade 5 students explore healthy living as they 
calculate the nutritional value of the food they 
consume daily.  They understand that nutrients 
matter and are proud savvy food label readers! 
 



VOLUNTEER SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS 

 
Thank you to Dr. Holly Evans for exploring the 
world of Science with the grade ⅔ class.  Important 
discoveries are happening each week! 
 
SCHOOL SPORTS UPDATES 

 
Triple Ball 3rd place champs!  Go Boys’ Team! 
 

 

 
Triple Ball 3rd place champs!  Go Girls’ Team! 
 

 
Students are enjoying Yoga Club on Mondays! 
Thank you to Mrs. McGrath for running another 
popular club at Le Phare E.S.! 
 
OTTAWA RUNS 
Students will have to opportunity to join the spring 
running club in preparation for the Kids Ottawa 
Runs race.  Let’s start practising during March 
Break!  Detailed information will be sent home after 
the break. 

 


